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Contrivutin to the conference on 


“Jslam and Contemporary Issues’, 
fourth session “Dialogue with the Other’, 


Hussein Cultural Center , Amman , Jordan , 16 - 17 December , 2002. 


A CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE AMONG CULTURES 
BETWEEN THE WEST AND THE ORIVNT WORLD 
IS A NECESSARY ALTERNATIVE COPLIMENT 

TO CONFRONTATION AND “WAR ON TERROR” 


Your Royal Highnesses, Excellencies, Honourable participants of this con- 
ference, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Iam extremely grateful for your invitation to participate in this conference 
on “Islam and Contemporary Issues”, Celebrating the amman Arab Cultural 
Capital this year 2002. It is now many years since my service as Sweden’s 
Ambassador to jordan but I have had several opportunities to visit your coun- 
try and the region since then. My duties in the Ministry for Foreign affairs 
were for many years centered around the relations between Europe and the 
Middle East, particularly about relations between our cultures and civilisa- 
tions. These relations are absolutely essential to peace and stability, and the 
crisis developments of the last few years have given them an even higher de- 
gree of relevance. 


ye 


I do hope that this audience of eminevnt scholars and others - I am not a 
scolar on neither Islam nor the delicate balance of civilisations - could accept a 
European diplomatic viewpoint on how to try to secure at least some hope for 
better co- existence, so important for us all and for a better futuer development 
fo our regions. 


1. The main objective of thes imporatant cnference as indicated in the derec- 
tives for the four sesions, to analyse the role pf the religion Islam in relation 
to democray and human rights, to women issues and to the world order. 
This in most appopriate, especially for us Europeans, to be given a chance 
to better understand Islam. But I also look forward to another conference 
with a slightly wider perspective: on Muslim culture including also other 
religions and also with discussions on the role of Christianity through the 
agers in relation to democracy and human rights, to women issues and to 
world order. Such and analyse would, I am convinced, would unerline, 
again, the similarities between our religions and cultures, making the need 
and challenge of dialogue and co - operation so much easier . 


2. The title of the fourth sessin of this condrence is “Dialogue with the Other”. 
for many reasons, dialogue among cultures - defined as free and open - 
minded exchange of knowledge and ideas - is absolutely essential to our 
hoper for a decent and peaceful cooperation among our nations in the fu- 
ture. Allow me first to lanch a mild protest against the title “Dialogue with 
the Other”. If we always stress that there is “the other” we may forget that 
we are all one world and that we need to find our solutions togerther. We 
are not all that different, and if we could instead underline the common de- 
nominators, the similarities in our needs, cultures and civilisations, we 
might find it easier to pursue, not “The Clash of ...” but a “Dialogue 
AMONG Civilisations”. 


3. Such a dialogue is especially important inside European countries, where 
after decades of intense migration today about 15 millon people with arab 
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and muslim background are now living as newly arrived citizens, most of 
them expecting to be integrated in their new countries. Efforts to integrate 
these millions of new citizens with Arab and Muslim background into the 
Euroean societies has to a large degree, so far, been a failure. a lagre part of 
these 15 millions, many of them well edcuated and highly qualified, have 
not been given a chance to fdind good jobs and housing and have therefore 
not reached full participation in these societies. The reason for this is main- 
ly ignorance and/or unwillingness on the part fo governments and the origi- 
nal population, maybe racism, but certainly and absence or lack of a spirit 
of “dialogue”. In spite of lofty promises, political and cultural intergration 
has been painfully slow. 


4. The countries of origin of these migrants, the Arab and other Middle East- 
ern countries, have also failed by not using these new European citizen as 
useful “bridges” between the Middle East and Europe. On the contrary, 
they are often looked upon as “traitors” and are often not well treated when 
they come home to visit their old homelands. Instead they should be looked 
upon as good “ambassadors”, as economic or trade contact persons, as cul- 
tural emissaries and as vehicles of constructive dialogue between our coun- 
tries and regions. . 


5. The same must, alas, be said also about relations between our regions, Eu- 
rope and the US on one side and the countries around the Mediterranean on 
the other. As can be seen in many fields, from security and foreign policy, 
from trade relations and social and cultural relations, there is a crying need 
for more contacts and inter - action. In fact it can be stated that this absence 
of such contacts, both between governments, business communities, uni- 
versities, popular organisations of all kinds, has worsened the existing con- 
flicts that now seem almost to carry us all to the brinks of open conflict and 
war. 


6. requests for such dialogues have not been absent. But in spite of lots of dis- 
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cussions, conferences - such as this one - and analytical work during the 
last decades, it is not well understood by our leaders that there is a lot of 
analyses, planning and constructive thinking done on how to better handle 
these problems. We can, for instance, point to the ambitious programmes 
put forward by the so - called Euro - mediterranean Partnership of 1995 be- 
tween the European Union countries and 12 countries around the Mediter- 
ranean. This partnership is geared towards dialcgue and cooperation in the 
fields of politics and security, economy nd trade and social affairs and cul- 
ture. But it is a sad fact that, for political reasons, not very much has come 
out of these so - called Eruo - Med programmes. 

7. However, but I would like to mentin one particular progrmme called “Dia- 
logue of Cultures and Civilisations. The Stockholm Conclusions”, worked 
out in 1998. This elaborate work plan specifically dealt with the need for 
Dialogue among Cultures. It proposes and describes concrete activities in 
five areas, namely mutual co-operation across tke cultural borderlines and 
in the following fields: 


- RESEARCH ina great number of academic and scientific disciplines, 
- IMPROVED EDUCATION in our schools and universities, 

- IMPROVED MASS MEDIA PERFORMANCE 

- STUDIES IN HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY and 

- VASTLY EXPANEDE CULTURAL EXCHANGES. 


I am prepared to elaborate more on these working programmes and how they 
could be pursued. 


8. unfortunately, both my own nd other European Union countries and - equal- 
ly sad - also the Arab and Mediterranean partner contries, have failed to uti- 
lize these work programme for investments in projects to improve the 
much needed Dialogue among cultures. It is now high time to start imple- 
menting these plans. when governments and media most of the time con- 
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centrate on crisis management and acute issues fo the day, concerned par- 
liamentarians, universities, organisations, think tanks, civil societies and 
individuals all over Europe and in the Orient should be and are also asking 
for better policies, investments and actions in these fields of cooperation 
and dialogue. 

9. along list of projects are witing for realization, only the political will and fi- 
nancial contributions are missing. your can find such projects outlined in 
many places, government offices, in universities, cultural institutions and 
in institutes of all kind. Many ruropean institutions are ready for contacts. 
So are a number of concerned institutions in the Middle East. 


10. A Swedish contribution to this work that could be mintioned is the “dia- 
logue institute” in Alexandria, Egypt, where for two years now a number 
of seminars and other dialogue projects have been taking place. A new cen- 
ter for Dialogue is also initiated in Istanbul, Turkey. Yet, another, much 
smaller example, is a projet to create, in sweden, and institute for arab Cul- 
tures, with the objective to inform the Swedish people about Arab and Is- 
lamic culture but als to give new Swedish citizen with Arab background a 
center for contacts and information. 


11. A constructive dialogue among culures between the West and the Orient 
world has been needed for a long time. History shows aonly few periods of 
creativity and co - operation between the two ccivilisations, periods sym- 
bolized by such names as Bagdad, maghreb, Andalusia and Sicily. Through 
centuries up till today, the rule has instead been competition, tension, con- 
flicts and wars. In our days, the long - lasting conflict over Palestine and the 
growing use of violence are only two of the worst focal points of these con- 
frontations, Our two nighbouring cultures are now face to face to one an- 
other, more than ever before, and the fast growing globalisation of econo- 
mies, politics and cultures has added to this trend. 


12. The last fifteen months, with more violence and frantic and one - sided 
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western reaction, has shown worsening of tensions and made a policy of 
long - term constructive dialogue more needed than ever before. Ignorance, 
prejudice, fear and outright racism is again victimizing people with Muslim 
and arab background in Europe, and politicians in bothd camps are worried 
and uncertain. Terrorism, even such terrorism that may be understood be- 
cause of the unbearable conditions or brutality suffered by the victims of 
oppression, cannot be accepted in a civilised world and should be conte- 
racted with strong measures in order to prevent more damage done to inno- 
cent people. Terrorism should furthermore be halted beacause it always de- 
stroys for a long time the climate of co - operation so badly needed for 
future reconciliation after perieds of conflict. 


13. Today the Us - led strategy against “terror”, unclear and uncertain as to 
what its results or final end will be, first of all lacks ac onstructive defini- 
tion of what actually should be called terrorism. The first three months the 
trend was to lable almost any kind of resistance to oppression as “terror- 
ism”. With the introduction of a UN role the picture is somewhat clearer, 
but still there are many unsettling ingredients in the “war on terror”. Inter- 
national law is often totally disregarded and wholesale clamp - down on 
suspected groups is used without considering normal legal procedures. 
This strategy has also given oppressive regimes all over the world an good 
reason to put increased pressure on perfectly genuine political activities. 
Blatant examples of such violent oppression can be seen in Palestine, not 
very far from here. 


14. It is true that the United States, together with the European Union, the 
United Nations and other world bodies were shocked and confused by the 
attack of 11 September last year. But many European analysts, after having 
had some time of reflection, now believe that when dramatic terrorist at- 
tacks occur, brutal as they may be, the stem from strong political or ideo- 
logical backgrounds. Such backgrounds may may be historic injustices, un- 
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bearable economic imbalances, violent or dictatorial oppression or similar 
causes. They also beieve, although they seldom personally can bring them- 
selves to admit their sown guilt, that fighting against terrorism must neces- 
sarily include analysis of the root causes and fighting these, not the symp- 
toms thereof. 


15. The leaders of the Western countries, often complacent in their wealth and 
their own developments, more often than not tend to ignore or forget such 
analysis. They of so, in spite of the fact that the western part of Europe for 
the last 130 years of its history also has lived through three terrifying peri- 
ods of wars, two of which has been worls - wide, periods that has created 
more devastation and suffering than world history has ever known. 


16. following these experiences, ideas has ben developed in Europe that steps 
must be taken to try to prevent these evil things from happening again. The 
term “ conflict prevention” has become something of a household word, at 
least in the strategy and planning rooms of the government offices in many 
contries. Sweden, in the far north, with almost two hundred years fo un in- 
terrupted peace, has wholeheartedly Joined these efforts. But “conflict pre- 
vention” is still a most difficult and uncertain method. the tragic events in 
the Balkans are examples that these theories are far from effective. Other 
Conflict areas show the same problems. Nevertheless, “Conflict pres -n- 
tion” has remained not only a distant vision but a very real working meth- 
od, 

17. It is quite clear that the world needs more than wholesale “war on terror”. 
If we limit our discussion to the colsest regions, to the Meddle East and Eu- 
rope, it is obviously necessary to seek ways and means for long - term con- 
flict prevention as compliment to outright warfare. This is where I want to 
claim that Dialogue Among Cultures, between The West and the Orient 
world must be planned, organized, financed and implemented, the earlier 
the better. This leads me again to propose that the above mentioned strate- 
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gy of “Dialogue among Cultures and Civilisations. The Stocholm Conclu- 
sions” should again be discussed and tested as a much more relevant and 
promising long - term strategy for preventing violent conflicts or “terror- 
ism” from happening. 

18. To sum up ; Let us all urge our leaders and governments, our nniversities, 
civil societies and all concerned citizens to open their eyes to what Dia- 
logue Among Cultures can do as a long - term strategy not only to avoid 
wars and conflicts but also to secure all the benefits that are available if 
countries and peoples come together for peaceful co - operation! This will 
in the long run marginalize violent countries, groups or terrorists that inevi- 
tably most be stopped. This will, even more importantly, also engage the 
vast majorities of our peoples inworking for long - term stability and help 
ourselves and our governments to build a better future. 


Than you for your attention! 
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“Islam and Contemporary Issues’, 


Royal Cultural Center 
Amman, Jordan, 16 - 17 December, 2002. 


Third Session: New World Order: An Is!amic Perspective 


1. Anew age is dawning, conventionally referred to as the “post - bipolar 
age”’, the age of non - destance, the age of revolutions and new ideologies. 
With the break - up of the soviet Union, there can be no doubt that a new age is 
dawning, conventionally referred to as the “post - bipolar age”, the age of non 
- destance, the age of revolutions and new ideologies. The historical frame of 
reference may conclude that the Gulf crisis of 1990 - 1991 marked a turning - 
point for the whole system of Security and international relations: it put the fi- 
nal seal on the undisputed political - military and economic - financial superi- 
ority of the United states, on the intensification of the process of econmic and 
market golbalisation, and on the build - up of anew world order. 


On the threshold of the third millennium, in an atmosphere of anachro- 
nisms and Contradictions, dominated and conditioned by scientific descover- 
ies, new ideas seem to take flight and regional barriers are collapsing to give 
way to a new form of globality. The Information and communication revolu- 
tion is giving way to a new and more frightening revolution, the Bio- Techno- 
logical revolution, which is emerging on to the world stage as a new power. In 
this context, the dominant factors are uncertainty, violence, terror, micro - 
macro criminality, abuse of power and oppression, regional conflicts and new 
forms of conflictuality. Corruption prevails, together with illegal trafficking 
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and crime, The indiscriminate exploitation of the environment adds natural 
disasters and new forms of human catastrophe. All these realities represent a 
worrying, new challenge and demand a positive reshaping of civil and politi- 


cal society. 

A closer look reveals that one of the major threats for political and civil so- 
ciety derives without any doubt from new inequalities and new divarications : 
the new rich and the new poor, the educated and the ignorant, the powerful and 
those who - although having riches - have no access to power . 

It is concerns such as these which , some years ago, side by side with IT and. 
bio technology, gave life to new intellectual stimule destined to have a harsh 
impact on the third millennium and the new system which men are forging 
within a new world order : Man and Mankind, History and its Philosophy, Un- 
inverse and its Laws. 

The dominant culture of today - Western - is essentially secular : geo - poli- 
tics, geo - strategy, geo - economy are among the main issues of Western liter- 
ature when confronting the new post - bipolar order. This trend is forcing 
scholars, academics, thinkers, government officials and opinion makers to de- 
fine a new religious - cultural identities in the light of a new set of assumptions 
about the world and its creation, about the universe and cosmos’ at the core of 
it History, Man and Mankind nourish a new and lively debate. In this specific 
context, Islam is acquiring an new centrality, it is the kernel of this debate and 
it gives rise to issues which are at the heart of Western societies. In such an at- 
mosphere, negative conceptions and grim fantasies of the past persist, stereo- 
typing through electronic media highly diabolic images of the Other, rather 
than pursuing truth an the promotion of goodwill. The Islamic threat to the 
west continues to appear as and ever impending factor’ conversely, Islam per- 
ceives the West as a positve menace to its own life and System. Hence, the 
thorny question : is the Islamic threat to the west a myth or a reality? and con- 
versely, is the west a threat to Islam and the Muslim populace? Relationships 
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must be shared in confrontation or cooperation? etc. 


It is a stark reality, which should however be viewed against the backdrop 
of a different horizon. 


Against such a pessimistic backdrop, it becomes obvious that a reciprocal 
relationship must continue. It must involve society in its entirety, amalgamat- 
ing it, creating new links between civil society and political society, and, 
through and accurate balance between technological development and the 
preservation of ancient traditions, making possible social and economic jus- 
tice. Both form the basis of order, stability, security and development. 


Islam - with its own concrete culture and reality - can no longer be disre- 
garded. It does represent a pivotal moment. No doubt, it is a key - factor on the 
stage of history . The sentence “ th world is a global village” is a well - known 
cliché. But this global village is pluralistic in a religious And cultural sense as 
well, and within this global village Islamic civilisation has forged its own or- 
der and dimension. 


Islamic reformism was a modern movement, which came into being in the 
wake of European supremacy and expansion. It first emerged in the nineteenth 
century. Neo - reformism is emerging at the dawn of this present new age, the 
response to foreign challenges, to the integration of the Islamic order into the 
Western secular/economic system. 

Without going into the details of another long, thorny topic, in the follow- 
ing discourse I purposefully leave aside both the political - strategic dimen- 
sion and ensuing military - security issues on the one hand, and inter - relig- 
ious dialogue“) on the other. In these respects there are more appropriate and 
authoritative forums. conversely, I wish to focus my attention of some reali- 
ties within the Muslim world, its beneficial experience of other peoples, civili- 





(1) Cfr. for example the documents published in La Documentation Catholique - 17th feb- 
ruary, 2002, n. 2264, pp. 162. 


sation (with whom it has come into contact), and its own highly significant 
cultural heritage and legacy within the world order which is nowadays dawn- 
ing. 

Obviously, these notes are the reflection of my academic life and personal 
experience. Both as Catholic and as a human being, J have spent many years in 
the Islamic world, sharing wit my Muslim friends sorrow and grief, joyful 
days and merry events: Mutually beneficial relationships, which have largely 
contributed to shaping some of my worldviews. 


2. History. A new global history and new methodological approaches. The 
long record of strained relation also between Muslims and the West must not 
detract from the fact that there is much in common, and much to be said and 
achieved. At the dawn of the third millennium, the thread of history takes us 
back to a new methodological approach. There is a clear worldwide percep- 
tion that a new version of history is required, and we are moving towards a 
new “global history” and new methodological approaches, which must be at 
one and the same time multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary The material 
culture comes in, not so much and no longer as an alternative atheistic ap- 
proach to history and the universe (as it was only a few decades ago), but as a 
key to the understanding of facts and events, a no less precious clue to the re - 
reading of all available literature and all available sources. The intellectual 
world is facing a new historiographical debate, a debate into which the Islamic 
world has also entered. Knowledge and the vision of the world and its new or- 
der are translated, also within Islam, into a new philosophy of culture and his- 
tory. Rationality, historicity of scientific knowledge, nature and experiene, 
nature and human ratio, science and ethics, science and its language, dialogue 
and the great monotheistic religions, revolution and power, force and its use ... 
these are among the main themes most discussed and heard of also in the tradi- 
tional culture of the ordinary people. And also in the Islamic cultural world a 
“global history” takes form. Within this, the West and its destiny - with its 
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eternal dialectic between economy and society, between society and religion, 
between formal ratio and the relativity of cultures, its antitheses between cul- 
ture and civilisations - provoke further reflectious. Such considerations place 
at the heart of this new debate “the crisis of western civilisation”, which, with 
the end of the Cold War and the technological revolutions, has to re - think its 
own speculative parameters, its traditional paradigms and models of society 
and power, mankind and statchood. In the eyes of this Islamic new intellectual 
trend, this is a West which appears to have lost (or eliminated) its spirituality 
and spiritual values, merging all its forms in the material and economic dimen- 
sion of life. It is a West which, in the eyes of most Islamic people, is decidedly 
new and different to that of the past, a West which [slam can counter with new 
cultural challenges and systemic - structural answers. 


The importance of history as the discipline capable of enhancing “our 
Knowledge of Man” had already been stressed by Fu’ad al - Shayb in the 
course of a Seminar held in Cairo in the nineteen - seventies, when he stated 
that the existence of a conflicting approach to the study of history “is a healthy 
sign” that ought to be encouraged. Muslim cultural debate is by now privileg- 
ing such new methodological lines. History can no longer be a recurrent event, 
representing itself endlessly as if it resembled a concatenation of birth and 
death, love and hatred, fear and revenge, battle and truce. To write history is a 
sort of pioneering adventure, a conquest. Seen in this light, human civilisation 
- in all its varied spiritual and material aspects - becomes a succession of expe- 
riences and their cross - fertilisation, a mimesis of ideas and opinions. conse- 
quently, human progress can be seen also as a transendental - dialectical 
movement, full of benefits and promises. In this scheme of things, history 
does not represent the the usurpation of God’s sovereignty and legitimacy, un- 
assailably placed beyod the realm of human endeavour. Having man as its 
subject, history has to be the biography of a constant struggle to overcome hu- 
man nature, to understand the past in order to live the present and plan the fu- 
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ture, to explore the possibility and work out the modalities of developing bet- 
ter mutual understanding as an essential requisite for a truly pluralistic world 
order and society. 


3. Man and his spiritual values. Beyond the new technological and econom- 
ic dimension, Man and the spiritual dimension of human existence are a criti- 
cal factor that cannot be disregarded Modernisation, progress, efficiency, 
growht, production do not clash with principles such as social justice and eco- 
nomic progress, or with Man’s inherent need to transcend and reach out to the 
Creator. The global trend of the resurgence of Islam, observable all over the 
world, does not mean either and unhappy ixistence or militancy, which must 
renounce hope of peaceful process of coexistence. It isa orderly and harmoni- 
ous universe in its nature and direction, regulated by one single Law which 
binds all its parts in harmonious and orderly sequence. The task of human be- 
ings is to receive, to respond to , to adapt and apply the immutable characteris- 
tics of Divine rules. The human intellect - although refined, ambitious, scien- 
tific, educated, learned - well, the human interllect has always to swim in the 
sea of the unknown. Nevertheless, these human activities do not conflict with 
development and technology; they constitute progress and result in gradual 
improvement, within the harmony of the cosmic order. They must take place 
within pre - determined perimeters and on the basis of a fixed axis. Man relig- 
ious instinct is a reflection of the organic structure of the cosmos and its inter- 
related components. The nature of Islamic society is an universal community, 
which goes beyond the narrow enclave of boundaries, race, colour and Jan- 
guage. Within this dimension, the Arabs unquestionably undertook the unique 
mission of infusing their lives with Islam, and provided humanity with the di- 
vine Law and its principles, and not with a faint - copy of western - inspired na- 
tionalism. 


Seen in this perspective, it seems hard to deny that Islam is a system, a way 
of life, a process of political, institutional, sicio - economic, military and spiri- 


tual construction. It is a Comprehensive movement, tuned by the religious fac- 
tor, where history has turned full circle. 


This perception is more and more coming to the fore vis - 4 - vis the Western 
secular trend, and the globalising geo - economic dimension that this West is 
shaping for the newly dawning world order. 


In like manner, Islam is also a comprehensive order where common sense, 
pragmatic choices, religious feeling, higher idealism and altruistic concern for 
humanity’s well - being constantly act and interact. 


Nationalism, socialism, democracy have their own Islamic dimension, 
within and Islamic order: democray without democrats, stressed Ghassan Sal- 
amé. This has undoubtedly launched a lively internal debate, giving rise to 
radical phenomena and militancy, which sweep away all reformist endeavours 
aimed at reconciling Islam to the secular environment of modern Western civ- 
ilisation. 

However, apart from the most rdical attitudes and analyses, it is areality 
that some leaders, simultaneously aware of modern developments and the pur- 
ity of Islam, have used the shari’ ah as a guide for deducing innovative codes of 
law, whilst aknowledging at the same time its outdated provisions. They well 
perceive the task of the new Muslim generation within a world ordr based on 
peaceful relations, mutual respect and understanding. There is work to be 
done in removing some prejudices within Islam itself. The path of jurispru- 
dence has already taken this direction, showing positive results and allowing 
answers to questions related to more immediate practic! problems nd to intel- 
lectual - cultural stimuli and freedom. I refer in particular to courts and the in- 
ternational judicial system, human rights, banking, commercial codes, new fi- 
nancial challenges, new technologies (IT, bio - tec.), education, the non - 
muslim category, etc.. I refer to th speculative sphere, too: the humanities, the 
arts and fine arts, crafts and those speciai demains of tradition and traditional 
culture, that still have a great creative fanction within a mutually beneficial so- 
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cial - human dimension of life. 


Let us see, for instance, the reflection of this conception of Life and of the 
Universe on Islamic fine arts. Nature and landscape are perceived by modern 
contemporary Arab painters with the formal, stylistic and technical character- 
istics which strongly reflect the impact with a world which lives its life in 
close, intimate contact with nature, a world and a culture which observe nature 
and the cosmos and perceive them in every detail over the slow rythmical 
march of days and nights,s of the seasons and the lunar cycles. It is a world of- 
ten at odds with nature for its very survival, it is a world which conditions na- 
ture and is conditioned by it in its turn, a world often perceived in its tension 
with uncertainty and the blind recklessness of modern - contemporary times. It 
is a culture which - in the struggle to Know, to understand the celestial cosmos 
and its rules, to grasp the secrets of the whole universe - has to grapple with 
this universe for its own life and survival in peace and at war. And when it per- 
ceives it as a science, it uses knowledge - or the human ratio - through which 
Man comes nearer to God and to that infinite, spherical and perfect universe 
which He created, and of which Man feels himself to be an intimate harmoni- 
ous part. 


4, Within this system, today education has a crucial role to play. 


At the dawn of the third millennium, education should not be confined to 
reading adn studying a few course books. Education is the vital basis on which 
a strong and firm socio - economic structure nd institutional order must be 
built. No institutional structure, no political order can function without a prop- 
er system of education. This holds true for andy order, Islamic as well as West- 
ern. Therefore, looking at education as a comperhensive process to be shared 
by the family, the Society and the public institutions, it would seem congruous 
that, within an Islamic order, the educational system should reflect Islam, in 
harmony with its structural and organisational dimension. Referring to young- 
er genertations, the importance of harmonious physical and spiritual develop- 


VE 


ment neeeds to be underlined. Hence, three areas stand out in bold relief 
among educational priorities: elementary education and literacy’ scientific, 
technical and vocational education’ Islam in education. Within this dimen- 
sion, confidence building lies at the core of any healthy and constructive edu- 
cational system, being in its turn the only solid basis for economic growth®). 
Keeping all this in mind, we come to a fourth priority: education for leader- 
ship, forging leaders and managers, who can pave the way to build a much bet- 
ter world order, joining their minds and hands to erect this order on co - exis- 
tence and cooperation, leaving aside any marked confrontation. This means 
building the character of future generations, too, with highest sense of honour, 
intergrity, selfless service to the nation and sense of responsibility, so that they 
are fully equipped to play their role in the various branches fo social, econom- 
ic and political life. According to a Tradition, “the test of man depends upon 
his standard of morality in every walk of life, his elements, principles... Char- 
acter means a bundle of virtues, the highest sense of honour and integrity, and 
that you will not sell your principles for anything in the world, however tempt- 
ing it may be. These are thed characteristics which go to make a community. 
When a test comes, a crisis arises, if you live up to these virtues, no one on the 
surface of the earth can defeat you”. 


Therefore, it follows that human resources, today, are not only a priority 
from the mere economic point of view, which means a pre - condition for 
creating better business opportunities. They represent also one of the essential 
factors of what is known as “human security” within a context of peace and 
stability. Social structures have been profoundly transformed in the last dec- 
ades, in spite of the apparently enduring maintenance of tradition and colse 
links with the past. Modernisation, increasing urbanisation, industrial devel- 
opment, new sophisticated technologies are among the most important com- 





(1) The following notes are part of a paper read at the GCC Economic Forum held in Mas- 
cat, 1 -3 November, 2002: E. 
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ponents of a global social transformation that Islam - and Muslim leaders - 
cannot ignore. The human dimension of security in society is gaining more 
and more attention in our “global village”. Issues related to the promotion of 
human development - such as deducation, employment, job security, job safe- 
ty, community/cultural value systems are increasingly recognised as neces- 
sary means to strengthen state security, and, side by side with political securi- 
ty, to reinforce regional stability and the world order. 


In this respect, Islam - as a system and way of life - is certainly called upon 
to play a more active role in promoting co - ordination for a comprehensive 
human resources development strategy. what is required is reinvention, new 
definitions of the purpuse of formal - informal education, and its role. As al- 
ready stated at the beginning of this paper, It has started playing an ever impor- 
tant role in the last few years, within a more and more globalising world. Nev- 
ertheless, improving the flow of information flows does not prevent 
organisations from remaining substantially bureaucratic and inflexible. It can 
certainly help leaders “to run their bureaucratic systems a little more efficient- 
ly”, as David Osborne (Managing partner of the Public Strategies Group - co - 
author of reinventing Government) puts it, and he seems to be right when he 
adds that It cannot be considered a strategy in itself, but just a tool to promote 
reinvention. Success in reinventin is based on the community’s historical and 
traditional force. As for GCC states - for example - and Jordan as well, one of 
the forces they can resort to in this process is the customary relevance of the 
personal relationship between the leader and the lead in the traditional Arab 
communities. It is a force and a lever that in the past had a strong impact on the 
local peoples, a strength that should not be lost today, but rather re - designed 
and adapted to modern realities, to help improve the performance and flexibil- 
ity of the modern organisations. 

Encouraging the creation of knowledge and a cultural shift, through the 
most genuine Islamic human values, changing the motivations and skills of 
the young generations, and promoting inter - cultural dialoge should be among 
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the main challenges of an Islamic order and of Islamic leaders to day. 
Such a task inevitably also involves : 
© progressive change of the mentality of dependence on Government welfare 
programmes; 
* creation of a work ethic through new educational programmes; 


® increasing participation of national women in the labour force, recognising 
them as no more negligible assets. 


In conclusion, facing an Islamic perspective, it is well possible to say that 
the philosophical challenge still stands, especialy when referring to political 
relations between peoples and states. However, it is only by knowing “from 
within”, through Educatin and Dialogue, that we may shape an new world or- 
der, beyond any westernised conceptual framework or intellectual stimuli 
from any outside world and “its” culture. within such an enlarged perspective 
- which today is no longer virtual but and inescapable reality in terms of both 
order - peace and risks - threats - Islam acquires and instrumental importance 
and plays the crucial role of “tactical” component of global political, social 
and economic laws. New generations must be forged, and the renewal must 
occur naturally, from “within” and by democratic means. 


Utopia, myth or reality? 
Valeria Piacentini, Milano - 08/12/2002 


Maestri - V. Piacentini Fiorani, Human Resources : Education for Leadership. 
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